
The Story of Jacob and Esau - Background Information

Isaac grew up quickly. Born to Sarah and Abraham, he was loved dearly. 
Every time Abraham looked at him, he remembered that Isaac was a promise 
from God. Also, God promised that through Isaac and his children’s children 
the whole world would be blessed. 

Isaac grew up to manhood and took on a wife. A servant found her walking 
towards a well. She offered him a drink of water and said her name was 
Rebekah. She was the granddaughter of Nahor. Nahor was Abraham’s 
brother. Rebekah gladly agreed to marry Isaac. 

For many years they had no children. Finally, Rebekah found that she had not 
one but two babies on the way. At that time, the eldest son inherited all the 
family rights and privileges. But before the babies were born, God told 
Rebekah that this time the younger one was to become the head of the family.
 
Twin boys were born-first Esau, then Jacob. The boys grew. Rebekah loved 
Jacob best. He liked to stay in the tent while Esau hunted. One day, Esau 
arrived home really hungry. Esau demanded soup. Jacob was cooking some 
bean soup. Jacob realized this was the chance he had been waiting for. He 
would bargain with Esau the thing he wanted most. “Ill give you soup if you 
give me the rights that belong to the firstborn son.

“All right” he agreed. “What do I care?” Jacob insist he promise and he did. 
Esau quickly forgot about his promise but Jacob thought about it often.

Isaac was old by now and his eyesight very poor. He took to his bed because 
he thought he was going to die. Then he called to Esau. “You are my first born 
son. I must give you my blessing before I die. Go out and hunt deer, to make 
me the venison stew I love. When I have eaten it, I will bless you.” Esau took 
his bow and arrow and set off. 

Rebekah had overheard them. If Jacob was to be the head of the family, he 
should receive the special blessing. She told Jacob to go kill to goats and she 
would make stew. He would pretend to be Esau and take it to him, therefor 
getting the blessing. Jacob did as he was told and because of his father’s 
poor eyesight, received the blessing. 
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Soon Esau arrived with the venison. When Isaac heard the real Esau’s voice 
he cried out in horror. He knew he had been tricked! Esau cried bitterly with 
disappointment. Then he grew angry. He vowed to kill Jacob. Rebekah heard 
his shouts and told Isaac she would send Jacob back to the country where 
she had come from to find a wife. Isaac agreed and Jacob left home. 

Jacob stayed away for a long time. He married and had 12 sons – one of 
whom was Joseph. Jacob was always sad that he tricked his brother and 
made him so angry. He finally decided to go back to his home and ask for 
Esau’s forgiveness. Jacob packed up his entire family and returned to his 
homeland. 

When he arrived, Esau forgave him and they made up. 
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